
Sanctification

Sanctification is closely related to holiness (see Holiness, Lev. 11:45) and 
justification (see Justification, Rom. 3:24). It expresses both a state in 
which Christians exist and a process of becoming holy that takes place 
throughout life. This process of sanctification, whereby we gradually 
become more holy, follows justification. Sanctification is possible only in 
the Father, in Christ and in the Holy Spirit. Those who are sanctified are 
called “saints.”

1. Christians have been sanctified

A) Sanctified in Christ —1 Cor. 1:2; 6:11

B) Sanctified through the blood of Jesus —Heb. 10:29

C) Sanctified by the Holy Spirit —Rom. 15:16

D) Sanctified by faith —Acts 26:18

E) Christians are called saints —Ps. 16:3; Acts 9:13; Rom. 15:25-26, 31

2. Christians are being sanctified —Acts 20:32

A) Through the word of God —Jn. 17:17-19

B) Through the work of God —1 Thes. 5:23

C) Through the work of the Holy Spirit —2 Thes. 2:13; 1 Pet. 1:2

D) Through resisting sin —1 Thes. 4:3-7

See also Holiness
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1 Corinthians 1:2 –Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to
them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all
that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both
theirs and ours:

Sanctified: G37 γιάζω hagiazo (ha-jEiy-a'-zō) v.ἁ

1. to make holy, to set apart unto God and apart (alienate) from the 
world. 2. (ceremonially) to cleanse. 3. (mentally) to reverence. KJV: 
hallow, be holy, sanctify.
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1 Corinthians 6:11 –And such were some of you: but ye are washed,
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and by the Spirit of our God.
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Hebrews 10:29 –Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall
he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God,
and  hath  counted  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  wherewith  he  was
sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of
grace?

Heb 10:26-39 Warning against Apostasy.

I. Note briefly some misconceptions which prevent some readers of 
Scripture from receiving in a meek and docile spirit solemn 
admonitions of the Holy Ghost, such as the present. (1) There is an 
undue and one-sided haste to be happy and in the enjoyment of 
comfort. (2) There is a one-sided and unscriptural forgetfulness of the
true position of the believer, as a man who is still on the road, in the 
battle; who has still the responsibility of trading with the talent 
entrusted, and watching for the return of the Master. (3) We must 
remember that God, in the Gospel and in the outward Church, deals 
with mankind, and not merely with the elect known only unto Him. 
The warning is necessary, for the actual condition of the Church 
embraces false professors. It is necessary and salutary for all, for 
young and weak believers, as well as for the most experienced. It is, 
above all, true; for the gospel reveals to us the living and holy God, the
earnestness and jealousy, as well as the tenderness of Divine love.
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