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Lawlessness

1Cor 9:21 (NASB) –to those who are 
without the Law,459 I became as one 
without the Law,459 though not being 
without the law  459   of God   but under 
the law  1772   of Christ  , so that I might 
gain those who are without the 
Law.459

“...under the law of Christ,” This is a NT 
way of referring to the New Covenant of Jer 
31:31-34. There are several different ways it is 
phrased by Paul and James (“the law of the 
Spirit of life,” Rom 8:2; “the law of Christ,” Gal 
6:2; “the perfect law, the law of liberty,” James 
1:25 and 2:12; “the royal law,” James 2:8).

459. νομος ἄ ánomos; lawless.

Antonym: énnomos (1772), lawful.
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Anómou, masc.-fem., neut. Ánomon, adj. 
Compound From “a” (1), without, and 
nómos (3551), law. Without law, 
lawless. Not having, knowing or 
acknowledging the law (1Cor 9:21); lawless 
in the sense of transgressing the law, a 
transgressor, wicked:1

Jesus was numbered with the 
transgressors – Lk 22:37; Isa 53:12.

A.Lawlessness nailed Jesus to the Cross – 
Acts 2:23.

B.When the lawless one is revealed, Jesus 
will eliminate him with one breath, 
putting an end to lawlessness – 2Thes 
2:8.

C.The law is not made for the just, but for 
the lawless, disobedient, ungodly, and 
sinners. It is for the unholy and 
profane, for those who strike their 
fathers and mothers, for murderers – 
1Tim 1:9.

1 Zodhiates, Spiros. The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament: (Chattanooga: 
AMG, 1992), ref. 459.
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D. The righteous man, Lot, was 
oppressed after living among the 
lawless day after day. He was 
tormented in his righteous soul by the 
lawless deeds he saw and heard – 2Pet 
2:8.

Ezek 18:24 (ESV) –But when a 
righteous person turns away from 
his righteousness and does injustice 
and does the same abominations 
that the wicked person does, shall 
he live? None of the righteous deeds 
that he has done shall be 
remembered; for the treachery of 
which he is guilty and the sin he has 
committed, for them he shall die.

This verse tells us that an OT covenant 
person could

► be righteous – Ezek 18:24.

► become wicked – Ezek 18:24.

► become righteous again – Ezek 
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18:27,28.

The OT is a performance-based, 
conditional covenant! The question 
remains, is the NT a conditional covenant? 
It is not performance-based, but the goal 
of both the OT and NT is a righteous 
people who reflect God’s character to a 
lost world! The problem of “easy 
believism” is the issue. The NT is a 
conditional covenant, which requires;

► repentance

► faith, trust, belief

► obedience

► perseverance

(SEE TOPICAL STUDY: APOSTASY)

Paul’s diatribe = to bitterly denounce

Rom 6:19 (NASB) –I am speaking in 
human terms because of the 
weakness of your flesh. For just as 
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you presented the parts of your 
body as slaves to impurity and to 
lawlessness,458 resulting in further 
lawlessness,458 so now present your 
body’s parts as slaves to 
righteousness, resulting in 
sanctification.

459 comes from: anomía (458), 
lawlessness; anómōs (460), lawlessly.

Synonym: ékthetos (1570), exposed to 
perish, cast out; ádikos (94), unjust; 
athémitos (111), contrary to accepted 
customs; anósios (462), wicked, unholy, 
the strongest term denoting 
presumptuous and wicked self-assertion.

Antonym: énnomos (1772), lawful; 
éndikos (1738), just, equitable.2

458. νομία ἀ anomía;

Anomías, from ánomos (459), lawless. 
Lawlessness. In most cases in the NT it 

2 Zodhiates, Spiros. The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament: (Chattanooga: 
AMG, 1992), ref. 459.
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means not the absence of the Law, but the 
violation of Law, transgression or 
lawlessness. In the NT, it places stress, not 
in a subjective law that we ourselves create 
for our convenience, but chiefly in a 
divinely instituted Law.

1Jn 3:4 (NASB) –Everyone who 
practices sin266 also practices 
lawlessness458; and sin266 is 
lawlessness.458

(I) In 1Jn 3:4, we have a statement which 
relates hamartía (266), the general word 
for sin, and anomía. A literal translation 
of this verse is: “Whosoever commits the 
sin [on a continual basis] also commits 
[continuously] lawlessness [anomían], 
and the sin is the lawlessness.” Sin 
(hamartía) is missing the mark ordained 
by God and not by us. God has placed in 
our hearts an innate knowledge of what is 
good and evil. There may not be any 
specific law which we violate when we sin, 
but that does not make sin any less sinful. 
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Crucial to the understanding of all this is 
Rom 2:15, “... the work of the law written 
in their hearts, their conscience also 
bearing witness, and their thoughts the 
mean while accusing or else excusing one 
another.” The nonexistence of a specific 
law forbidding an act or a life of sinfulness 
does not absolve a person from being 
lawless.

(II) By implication, therefore, anomía is 
sin, iniquity, unrighteousness (Mt 23:28; 
24:12; Rom 4:7; see Sept.: Ps 32:1, where 
anomía is paralleled with hamartía). Rom 
6:19: “... for as ye have yielded your 
members servants to uncleanness and to 
iniquity [anomía] unto iniquity 
[anomían]” means you were obedient to 
depraved desires so as to work iniquity. 
There may not be a specific law against 
depraved or lustful desires, but 
nevertheless they are sin (2Cor 6:14; Titus 
2:14). In Heb 1:9: “Thou hast ... hated 
iniquity [anomían, used collectively].” In 
Heb 8:12 and 10:17, the sins and iniquities 
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(anomíai) are coupled together (also 
Sept.: Jer 31:34). He who works or does 
iniquity (anomían) is a worker of iniquity, 
meaning a wicked, impious person (Mt 
7:23; 13:41; Sept.: Job 31:3; Ps 5:6). In 
2Thes 2:7, we have the phrase, “The 
mystery of iniquity [anomías],” meaning 
the resistance of people to come to Christ. 
Their resistance, however, will not hinder 
Christ in executing His plan in making His 
appearance visible (2Thes 2:8). See also 
Sept.: Ex 34:7; Isa 6:7; Ezek 8:6; 18:12, 20; 
33:12.

Synonym: paranomía (3892), 
transgression; hamártēma (265), 
individual sin; hamartía (266), sin; kríma 
(2917), condemnation; opheílēma (3783), 
debt; égklēma (1462), indictable crime; 
athétēsis (115), acting contrary to accepted 
custom; adikía (93), unrighteousness 
adíkēma (G92), a wrong, injury, misdeed; 
ponēría (4189), wickedness, ho ponērós 
(4190) one of the designations of the devil; 
parábasis (3847), an overstepping, 
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transgression; paráptōma (3900), 
sidestepping; plánē (4106), a wandering 
or forsaking of the right path; agnóēma 
(51), a sin of ignorance; hamártēma (265), 
evil deed; asébeia (763), impiety; 
parábasis (3847), transgression.

Antonym: tó díkaion (1342), that which is 
just; dikaiosúnē (1343), righteousness; 
euthútēs (2118), righteousness; dikaíōsis 
(1347), the act of justifying; dikaiokrisía 
(1341), righteous judgment.3

 I. What Are Angels?

 A. What angels are not Fat naked babies 
flying around with their little wings and 
harps.

 1. Fat naked babies flying around with 
their little wings and harps.

 2. Cupids with bows and arrows on a 
Valentine’s card. (Cupid was a Roman 

3 Zodhiates, Spiros. The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament: (Chattanooga: 
AMG, 1992), ref. 458.
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god, the son of Venus and Mars and is 
a counterpart to the Greek god Eros.)

 B. The word angel means messenger.

 1. It refers to a human messengers sent 
to bring news to others (i.e., Gen 
32:3; Num 20:14; 21:21).

 2. Sometimes the Bible calls prophets 
angels. The name Malachi means my 
angel – the Lord called him “My 
messenger” (Mal 1:1, AMP).

 a. Ps 82:1 (ESV) –God has taken his 
place in the divine council; in the 
midst of the gods he holds 
judgment:

 b. the "council of the holy ones" (Ps 
89:5-7).

 3. Seen by the prophets

a. Isaiah (Isa 6:1-8)

b. Daniel saw this council sitting in 
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judgment over the wicked nations 
(Dan 7). God, "the Ancient of 
Days," presided over the court 
(v.9). And transferred their 
dominion to "one like a son of 
man" (v. 13). 

Hebrews 6:1 (KJV) –Therefore 
leaving the principles of the doctrine 
of Christ, let us go on unto 
perfection; not laying again the 
foundation of repentance from dead 
works, and of faith toward God,

Principles: archē ar-khay'; a 
commencement, or (concrete) chief (in 
various applications of order, time, place 
or rank) beginning, corner, (at the, the) 
first (estate), magistrate, power, 
principality, principle, rule.

Our understanding of repentance should be set 
in stone and unmovable. It is sad that this 
foundational doctrine has been neglected in 
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the pulpits of modern day churches.

PRAYER:

Father, thank you for the Holy Spirit, who 
gives me the power to change and helps me 
to turn to You for a greater relationship. In 
the name of Jesus. Amen.
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